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I think (at one 2 —* | ray 
; 


point or an- 
other) we all 
find ourselves 
yearning for a 
way to express 
the specific 
kind of malaise 
that settles 
into your skin 
during novem- 
ber. you’re do- 


ing your best, oa 
but you’re drowning in work, and in an ef- 


fort to drown out the stress, you plug your 
headphones in. you accidentally press “shuf- 
fle all” on your music library, and instant- 
ly, the opening note of “Welcome to the Black 
Parade” cuts through your blurry conscious-— 
ness and sends a shiver down your spine. Did 
you convince yourself, somehow, that emo was 
just a phase? Well, you were wrong. Welcome 
to Nov-emo-ber. 


<3 vanessa bartlett 
the Beat editor in chief 


Newport Living - Cute is What 
We Aim For 

One of THOSE Nights - The Cab 
The City is At War - Cobra 


Starship 
Fun Fair - Dino Gala 
I’m Not Okay (I Promise) - My 


Chemical Romance 

We’ve Got a Big Mess on Our 
Hands - The Academy Is... 

Two Beers In - Free Throw 
Kawasaki Backflip - Dogleg 
Jersey - May Day Parade 

The Taste of Ink - the Used 
Lost in Stereo - All Time Low 


Very Cool, Brett - Bicycle Inn 
Wildflower - Mint Green 

Guest Room - Future Teens 
Suddenly - Kitner 

The Way Things Turn Out - I 
Wish I Could Skateboard 


SUNDAY 


7 


Downstairs 
7:30 


Club/Phan- 
tom Hand- 
shakes @ 
Obrien’s 
8PM 

21 

Pedro Sam- 
paio @ 
House of 
Blues 7PM 


MONDAY 


blvck hippie @ 
obrien’s pub x 


8 

Exhumed, Creep- 
ing Death @ the 
Sonia 7PM 


15 

Spencer 
Sutherland @ 
the Sonia 7PM 


22 

The Driv- 

er Era @ the 
Royale 8PM 


29 

Winnetka Bowl- 
ing League @ 
Brighton Music 
Hall 7PM 


TUESDAY 


Austin We- 
ber @ the 
Lilypad 
7:30 


9 

Elder Is- 
land @ the 
Sinclair 
7PM 


16 
Gus Dapperton 
@ Paradise 
Rock Club 7PM 
he Brook and 
Bluff @ 
Sinclair 


The Garden @ 
the Sinclair 
7PM 


30 

Roosevelt @ 
Paradise Rock 
Club 7PM 
Milky Chance @ 
House of Blues 
8PM 


WEDNESDAY 


Surfaces @ 
House of 
Blues 6PM 
JPEGMAFIA 

@ Royale 

10 

Christian 
Sparacio @ 
O’Briens Pub x 


17 

Houndmouth @ 
Paradise Rock 
Club 6PM 


24 

Jeff Rosen- 
stock @ Par- 
adise Rock 
Club 7PM 


4 
Men I Trust @ 
Paradise Rock 
Club 7PM 


11 

Kryptogram/ 
Groove Baby @ 
Middle East 
Downstairs 8PM 


18 

Tokyo Po- 
lice Club 
@ the Sin- 
clair 8PM 


EVE 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


5 

Kitchen Dwellers @ 
Brighton Music Hall 
6PM 

Tsu Surf @ Middle 
East Downstairs 8PM 


12 

JAWNY @ Somerville 
Theater 8PM 

Pouya @ House of 
Blues 7PM 


19 

Letters to Cleo @ 
Paradise Rock Club 
7PM 

Wildermiss, Micky 
James @ Middle East 
Upstairs 8PM 


26 

Pink Sweat$ @ the 
Royale 7PM 

Pink Talking Fish @ 
Paradise Rock Club 7PM 
99 Neighbors/seeyou- 
soon @ Middle East 
Upstairs 8PM 


TS S$ - 


SATURDAY 


6 

Free Throw @ 
Brighton Music 
Hall 7PM 
Whitney @ the 
Sinclair 6:30PM 


13 
Lawrence @ the 
Royale 7PM 


20 

OHGEESY @ the Sin- 
clair 7PM 

Theory of a Dead 
Man @ the Palladium 
Worcester 7PM 


27 

Dinosaur Jr. @ 
House of Blues 
6:30PM 

Vundabar @ Para- 
dise Rock Club 
7PM 


Picture this: 12-year-old me, black eyelin- 
er smeared all around my eyes, fingerless skele- 
ton gloves on, buying every My Chemical Romance 
t-shirt my local Hot Topic has. It’s a little em- 
barrassing to think about, sure, but sometimes I 
feel really nostalgic for those days. I was the 
token emo kid at my middle school and high school, 
and I’m still an emo kid at heart. 


Before we get into it (and before I get lectured 
about how the only “real” emo is the DC emotion- 
al hardcore scene), I’d like to take a moment to 
acknowledge that the emo I’m talking about here 
is a subgenre I call Hot Topic emo — bands like 
My Chemical Romance and Pierce the Veil, staples 
of Warped Tour lineups and the Hot Topic t-shirt 
wall. I think this is the most widely understood 
definition of emo, and it’s the one I love the 
most. But what do I love about the genre that’s 
been a huge part of my life for the last decade? 
That’s hard to put my skeleton-gloved finger on. 


For one thing, emo is incredibly nostalgic for 
me. Psychology says that the music you listen to 
when you’re 14 is music that will stick with you 
for the rest of your life, and emo often finds 
people right around that time. I started lis- 
tening to Blink-182 in sixth grade, and by the 
time I hit 14, I was in my second year of being a 
full-blown emo kid. I don’t know what it is about 
being 14, but it’s the shittiest age by far. It 
feels like the world is against you. But then in 
waltzes songs that are angry and sad and loud and 
completely understand how you feel, and suddenly 
you have a way to express those feelings. 


But that was then, and this is now, and I’m nine 
years into my love affair with emo and it’s nev- 
er lost the magic it had when I was younger. That 
can’t just be nostalgia talking, so what is it that 
I love? The short answer is that I’m not really 
sure. I think that feeling of being understood, of 
having music that lets you express how you feel, 
is a big part of it. There’s also a timelessness 
to emo that makes it never feel old or stale — the 
same songs that were staples of the genre in 2005 
are the ones I listened to in 2012, the ones mid- 
dle schoolers will inevitably fall in love with 
to this day, and the ones I still listen to every 
day. I hear “Ocean Avenue” every time I go to the 
grocery store — that’s the timelessness of emo at 
work. 


All of this is to say that there’s something about 
emo that makes my heart beat a little bit fast- 
er, that makes me laugh and smile and cry like no 
other music I’ve ever heard. There’s an energy 
to it that keeps me coming back for more because 
there are still days when I need to scream 
“T’'m not o-fucking-kay!” at pgne top of my lungs. 
Emo wears its black&\ ffllittle heart on its 
sleeve, and in turn, 


OIC 
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If you’ve ever set foot on BU’s campus, you’re likely 
familiar with the iconic Citgo sign sitting on top of 
Kenmore Square. However, did you know underneath that 
same landmark used to exist a bustling scene for punk 
music? A sprawl of venues and bars, Kenmore was a key 
area for the thriving of upcoming artists in Boston. 
One especially 

notable bar was the Rathskeller, better known as “The 
Rat”. 


Originally a TJ’s and established in 1974 by formerly 
fired employee, Jimmy Harold, The Rat hailed as a hub 
for punk music lovers. It was described as dimly lit 
and smelly, with disturbing bathrooms--only renovated 
once during its 23 year lifespan--and a dank basement 
where the 

performances took place seven days a week. There were 
two to three acts every night, with weekends saved 
for more big-name artists. The club was rarely shut 
down and the bouncers were notorious for being bru- 
tal, yet violence wasn’t uncommon. According to an 
avid goer, “Every night was different.” 


Artists who weren’t palpable enough for top hit radi- 
os turned to The Rat to play for audiences who also 
defied the reigning disco/synth genres of the ‘70s. 
Some noteworthy acts before they were famous include 
Pixies, Aerosmith, and the Cars, all of whom became 
titans of the industry later on. 


Long before punk rock had hit the mainstream music 
industry, it was spaces like these that had allowed 
artists to play their original songs free of concerns 
about appealing to the masses and conforming to 
commercial music. Content was unwatered down by pro- 
ducers and authentic to the original creators, fos- 
tering creativity and a local DIY community. 


The Rat closed its doors in 1997. Harold discussed 

in an interview how he often felt handicapped during 
that time period; there were lawsuits left and right, 
issues with liquor licenses, and he didn’t have the 
same people to rely on as he had in previous years. 
Theft was also a major issue, not only with money but 
also with personal belongings. Things like memorabil- 
ia and official documents were being stolen right out 
of Harold’s office. 


These combined reasons resulted in the closing of The 
Rat and its demolition three years later, in 2000. 
Ironically enough, our very own Boston University is 
a limited partner with Hotel Commonwealth, the new 
building in the Rat’s place. 


Despite the closings of venues like The Rat, the 
underground music scene isn’t necessarily dead. Ar- 
eas spread throughout the city like Allston--coinci- 
dentally nicknamed “Rat City”--can be viewed as the 
spiritual 

successor of Kenmore as a new hub for local music. 
Even so, 20 years following the Rat’s closing Har- 
old remarks: “I still have sadness..I can’t explain 
it, the sadness is for the people, it’s not about The 
Rat. The Rat will never be there again.” He’s right 
about The Rat as a building 

being gone forever, but its impact in the punk com- 
munity will continue to reverberate throughout Boston 
for much longer. 


<3 maddie hain 


1.) Has TikTok has played a big part in you getting big? 
Alex- I think so, I think we would have a lot fewer 
streams if not for TikTok. Definitely, in the last month or 
two, we have been more focused on the local Boston scene 
and that whole situation. But there are people from oth- 
er states who are listening to our stuff because of TikTok 
which is a blessing. Some very sweet people who we have 
been able to get in contact with. 
Bailey- It’s definitely good now though because since we’r 
releasing music and it is being received decently, it’s 
good that we are not remaining a “TikTok band” if that 
makes sense. I feel like we used it and we are going to 
continue to use it but we are definitely transitioning over 
to releasing music, going on tour, and playing shows 

Alex- Yeah but we definitely did not want to become pi- 
geon-holed so that is why we have been really focused on 
playing shows, getting a tour together, and making some 
friends in the scene. 


2.) Speaking of the Boston scene, What do you think it is 
about Allston/Boston that has created this environment 
where you can do these new exciting things? 

Martin- There are a million schools here which helps like 
I think we were really shocked on September 1st cause we 
have been here for the whole time during covid and it was 
surprising to see how many fucking people there are her 
again. It was just like a lot of people who go to shows 
and are interested in doing this sort of stuff. There are 
also these houses that are all over Brighton and Allston 
that are big with huge basements. That isn’t something 
that 1s common in every city. 


Alex- Something that is interesting about the Allston 
scene and the Boston scene, in general, is that it feels 
like the scenes aren’t really separated by genre. It 
seems like every band occupies their own sort of space 
in terms of the style of music they play which is kin- 
da cool. Nobody is really stepping on each other’s toes. 
There is a lot of diversity in the styles of music that 
are being played and we are all in the same scene. In 
other cities, it can feel a little more insular but here 
everybody is just playing what they’re playing ya know. 


3.) How would you describe Dino Gala’s Genre, if you be- 
lieve it even has a genre? 

Alex- Just like indie rock 

Martin- I always just say indie and pop-punk. We’re a 
little bit of both of those 


4.) Do you think genre labels are good for a scene or can 
they contribute to locking artists into something they 
fell they don’t belong in? 

Alex- I think we try not to think about it too much. 
We’re not like alright we’re gonna write a post-hardcore 
song or some shit. Its like I don’t think people benefit 
from only playing with bands that sound exactly like they 
do. 


5.) Does DIY play a big role in your band? 

Alex- Yeah it does. Like we’ve recorded in some studios 
but for the most part, we have don verything ourselves. 
Like I think the TikTok stuff has been a form of DIY. We 
also love playing DIY shows and it’s always fun to be in 
a DIY space. 

Martin- The first two songs we made were done completely 
at home during quarantine. 


6.) Do you have a favorite song to play and a least fa- 
vorite song to play? 

Alex- Umm... I like playing “synchronicity” because I al- 
ways get kind of lost in the sauce or whatever. As for 
least favorite songs... we don’t play them anymore. 


7.) Last question, Where does the name Dino Gala come 
from? 

Martin- There was a poster in our dorm at Berklee, some 
people were just making fake event posters like “thera- 
py spiders in the second-floor hallway at 2 pm” and one of 
them happened to be “Dino Gala” so we took it from that. 
We put something out as Dinosaur Gala in 2018 and we went 
through some other names like Melk and Shoplifting. But 
ultimately we went back to Dino Gala. 


<3 diarmuid & nat 


This event, held by the Fenway Alliance (and 


funded by our very own Boston University!), was not 
really what I had expected. I was not able to expe- 
rience the whole thing, since it was fairly spread 
out throughout the time and region. 


The first activity I ran into, outside on the 


Christian Science Plaza, included a small crowd 


standing in front of a makeshift stage. I could hear 


someone MCing as I approached, though I did not un- 
derstand what they were saying. What I could recog- 
nize was the tune of Bruno Mars’ “Uptown Funk” soon 

starting to play on percussion. 


On the stage were a group of 


people wearing very loud, pink 


graphic t-shirts. After a closer 


look at the itinerary for October 


9th, I found that this perfor- 


ae mance was a part of Grooversity, 


a community outreach program sponsored by Berklee 


College of Music aiming to use music to create so- 


cial change. All I heard was a slightly off-rhythm 


cover of a 2014 pop song, but the program’s mission 
is something to be commended. My next attempt 
to find art was at the First Church of Christ , 


Scientist, but I was not even sure 


I was at the right place until 


the greeter outside mentioned the 


Opening Our Doors event. I have 
seen churches be used as spac- 


es that are not religiously-af- 


filiated, so when I decided to go 


into this building as part of 


an art-focused event, I was not expecting to walk 


into a ring of monitors explaining the positives of 


Christianity. I had no idea what I was looking for, 


so I wandered the beautiful classical church space 


before I found the Mapparium, the space’s main focus 


for the event. The room required a 3-minute intro- 


duction, explaining its history in connection to the 


Christian Science Monitor news source. 
The Mapparium is a giant glass globe, over 30 
feet in diameter, that you can stand inside. Since 


vas 


it was constructed in 1935, the political lines of 


countries are set back in time, before World War 
Yugoslavia was still represented, and Africa had yet 
to be arbitrarily separated into countries. Though 


eo 


Locus 


it was not what I was expecting to be my main 


as 


of the Opening Our Doors event, I still thought it 


was a cool hidden treasure inside a building I had 


been curious about before. 


<3 annika morris 


biel > jeonke= CRO 
albLur are yau ? 


<3 natalia vega munguia 


To start off, how 
would you describe 


yourself? Just Some — What do you do af- 


ter a breakup? 


chill w my 
friends 


how do you 
feel about 


change my ig 
profile pic 
to black ;_; 


Were you and 
your ex good 
for each oth- 
er? 


them now? 


yes we were 
soulmates 


why didn’t 
it work out? 


American Football, American 
Football (1999)- you’re a 
fragile, melancholic soul. 
thinking about the past 
gives you a warm sad feel- 


Rites of Spring, Rites of 
Spring (1985)- you’re ear- 
nest, sometimes to a fault. 
even if you don’t always 
show it, the world can seem 


ing, and you often wish 
things could go back to how 
they were before. 


oy 


quietly, i try 
to hide it 


scary to you because of how 
much pain everyone must car- 


ry. 
nN 


i scream 
cry in the 
basement 


how do you 
cry? 

y there’s 
bigger 
issues 
in this 
world 


i cry while 
hanging out 
w them ;_ 


Cap’n Jazz, 
Shmap’n Shmazz 
(1995)- you’re 
a wild, un- 
predictable, 
energetic soul 
who doesn’t 
take life too 
seriously. 
you've been 
thru some stuff 
but you get 
through it 
with a sense 
of humor. 


how come 
you're 
not sad? 


we just have 
a fun time 


what happens 
| then? 


Paramore, RIOT! 
(2007)- you're 
a bad b and you 
know it. lots 
of people have 
wronged you but 
it all made you 
a stronger per- 
son in the end. 


them the 
best <3 


Pierce the Veil, Collide 
With the Sky (2012) - you 
care about people deep- 
ly, and you don’t try to 
hide it. you’re v loyal to 
those you love, and of- 
ten wish you could protect 
them from the world. 


My Chemical Romance, Three 
Cheers for Sweet Revenge 
(2004) - you are an intense 
y person. you’re not afraid to 
be a 1il dramatic because you 
often do it with a sense of 
self-awareness. 


You fay, 
are Are Men 
We There by 
Sharon Van Etten. 
Have you become less pa- 
tient recently? Everything 
will come with time, Taurus. 
As you are waiting for some- 
thing specific to happen, try 
focusing on something new as 
well. 


Painted Ruins 
by Grizzly Bear. 
You have been avoiding 
dealing with the things that 
cause you to feel hurt and 
upset. This month, analyze 
how you are feeling every 
day to better understand 
what may be causing your 
emotional discomfort. 


You are Private Life by You are Sadnecessary by 
Tempers. This month you Milky Chance. With the 
should take a step back days getting shorter, 
from telling people ev- you may find yourself 
erything that is hap- more in an emotional rut 
pening in your personal than usual this month. 
life. Not everyone has Try to find the beauty in 
the best intentions, so the darkness this month. 
try keeping more things 
private. 


GEMINI 
YHONWO 


You are If It Comes Down 
To It by Ruby Waters. Some 
things must come to an end, 
whether that’s a relation- 
ship, friendship, or sim- 
ply a project you’re been 
working on forever, for new 
things to come in. Allow 
ourself to experience 
more new things 
this month. 


You are Darker Days Are Here 
to Stay by Dark Stares. The 
days getting shorter and 
darker days are here to stay 
for the upcoming season. Try 
immersing yourself in a new 
hobby to allow the darker 
days to pass faster 
and in peace. 


<3 nicole levitsky 


Storms Would 
Come by Holy Holy. 
You are thinking too 
much about the past this 
month, Libra. Don’t let your 
past memories hold you back 
from creating new ones. Buy 
some concert tickets or plan 
a vacation soon, to get your 
mind thinking about the 
beauty of the future. 


Blue Week- 
end by Wolf Alice. 
Have you been staying in 
most weekends, Scorpio? Life 
is all about experiencing 
things! Try going out more 
this month. Try out that new 
restaurant or cafe you have 
always wanted to check out. 


You are Capacity by Big 
Thief. You can only han- 
dle so much before your 
patience wears off, Sag- 
ittarius. Don’t allow 


You are Breakin’ Point 
by Peter Bjorn and John. 
Have you been overwork- 
ing yourself recently? 
Take some time off this 
month to relax from work 
and focus on a hobby or 
activity that you may 
have been putting off for 
some time now. 


yourself to get too over- 

whelmed by others and try 

taking things less seri- 
ously this month. 


SAGITTARIUS 
NYOOTadWO 


You are Think Tank by 
Blur. It’s time to get out 
of your overthinking mind, 
Aquarius. This month, try 
going on more walks, jour- 
naling, and find a positive 
podcast to distract your- 
self from this nega- 
tive cycle. 


You are Bottle It In by Kurt 
Vile. Keeping too many emo- 
tions in will eventually end 
poorly. Don’t bottle every- 
thing in this month and find 
a new way of letting every- 
thing out. Try journaling 
and speaking up more about 
how you feel this 


Neon lights, one table 
and located in the heart 


as of Allston, Ol1iToki is a 
Boston gem with a color- 
ful selection Korean-Mex- 
ican fusion fair. That’s 


right, Coreanos doesn’t 
anh have a monopoly. 


Hands down, the best menu 
item is the burrito. 
No matter which of the 
five protein options you 


choose, it will serenade 

your tummy like Brendan 

Urie covering Bohemian 
Rhapsody at a Panic! Concert. I recommend the Korean 
Chipotle pulled pork, which has a spicy marinade that 
balances the sweet corn kernels in the burrito. The 
bulgogi is equally delicious, though, if you’re look- 
ing for a sweeter, yet tangy and tender bite. 


The base price — no protein — is $8.95, with protein 
options ranging from $.50 to $2. Some add-ins, like 
avocado, also cost extra, but the burrito is jam- 
packed with flavor as-is. There’s also a vegetarian 
option of tofu. 


OliToki’s burritos have occupied about as much time of 
my time as My Chemical Romance did in middle school, so 
I haven’t had a chance to touch the quesadilla or taco 
options. Based on the quality and taste of the meat 
options, though, I think it’s safe to say you cannot 
go wrong with the Main(e)s — I mean main dishes. 


The appetizers also go hard like 14-year-old you at 
their pret moshpit. Korean fried rice balls are slath- 
ered in OliToki’s signature sauce to complement any 
meal, and the restaurant conveniently sells them a 
la carte or in a four-pack. Crunchy, gooey, perfect- 
ly seasoned, these are a must for any 

carb-lover. 


The menu also boasts more traditional 

Korean options with wings and cus- 
tomizable bowls. My go-to comparison 

is Chipotle, but what that essential- 

ly means is you can choose a protein oe 
and make it into a salad bowl or rice 

bowl with vegetable add-ins. And of 

course, you can always settle for a 

side of fries. 


Like Lustra’s “Scotty Doesn’t Know,” O1iToki is highly 
underrated. Whether you’re wandering Brighton Ave, or 
on your way to Brighton Music Hall’s next emo night, 
do yourself a favor and take a detour to this must-try 
hole in the wall. 

<3 melissa ellin 


This edition of the Beat Magazine would not have 


been possible without the contributions of our 
team of writers, graphic designers, and layout 


wizards. If you are interested in joining our 


team, or if your band is going to be doing any 
gigs in the Boston area, let us know! Email us 
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